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Arbaa in the middle of a furious rainstorm, which added
tragedy to the retreat. Castro Girona's column was followed
by that of General Serrano Drive, who came from Dar A
Kobbathrough muddy roads. The hurricane enveloped the
soldiers in a veritable avalanche of sheets of rain.
Thus they marched, their steps shackled by the mud,
whipped by the deluge, exhausted by fatigue and long sleep-
less nights out in the open. The baggage was soaked. The
guns were continually getting stuck in the mire. The
trucks would sink to their axles in the mud puddles. The
ambulances, with their loads of feverish patients and the
wounded, were unable to advance in that confusion of men,
cannon, and mules. And this entire march was proceeding
amid the gunfire of the battles that were being fought by
Franco's Legionnaires on the heights, at the full mercy of
the elements, against the enemy that made every effort to fall
upon that army that faded away through the mist and rain,
in exodus, as a people fleeing from a cataclysm.
Thus the storm-beaten troops entered Zoco de Arbaa.
That day's balance was sorrowful indeed. General Serrano
Drive was killed by a sniper. Lieutenant-Colonel Temprano
of the Regulars died also. General Federico Berenguer,
Colonels Alvarez Arenas and Losada, and a goodly number
of officers, for the most part from the Legion, were wounded.
In Zoco de Arbaa the troops had to hold out for three
months, repulsing the great forces of Moors that persisted
with such determination in their intent to convert the retreat
into a disaster. They began to consider very seriously the
impossibility of leaving Zoco de Arbaa in order to carry
out the last stage of the retreat to Tarames and Ben Kar-
rich.
In the face of that danger and uncertainty, and since the
situation permitted no new delays. Franco demanded the
honour of staying with the Legionnaires to defend the posi-